Date
Councillor [Name of Councillor]
City of Ottawa
110 Laurier Avenue West
Ottawa, ON K1P 1J1
Dear Councillor [Name]: 
To find the name and email address of your councillor go to: 
   https://ottawa.ca/en/city-hall/mayor-and-city-councillors  
RE: Plan for age-friendly housing builds connections and community!
Age friendly housing is more than four walls. It is a place to call home. 
Finding suitable housing is becoming increasingly difficult for many older adults. Quality housing is central to the well-being of people of all ages. I believe it is a basic human right, and Ottawa should lead by example as the nation’s capital. Ottawa must prioritize affordable and accessible housing options for older adults as part of their housing and homelessness plans. Thes plans should promote not just new models of construction but health, social equity, connectivity, mobility and public engagement.
I am concerned about the lack of attention being given to the housing needs of older adults of Ottawa, especially those with low- to moderate-incomes. This is important to me because…
(Give your own reasons for your interest in this issue)
For these reasons, I support the Council on Aging Age-Friendly Housing Committee’s recommendations to the City to improve the quality and availability of age friendly housing (see attached report). These recommendations include:
1. Increase the availability of affordable purpose-built age-friendly rental housing. 
1. Increase the supply and availability of accessible housing for older adults. 
1. Facilitate the coordination of public health and community services so older adults can age in place and communities. 
1. Invest in innovative building models. 
1. Engage and consult equitably with older adults, researchers, developers, and other experts and consider best practices to meet the housing needs and challenges of Ottawa’s older adults.
I ask for you to endorse and implement these recommendations as part of the city’s promise to build “a city that has affordable housing and is more liveable for all.”
There are immense cost-effective benefits to Ottawa in meeting the housing needs of older adults. In addition, it creates a healthier and more equitable city where all residents enjoy a high quality of life.


Thank you for your past commitment to older adults. I am interested in knowing what specific action you will take at the municipal level and in your Ward to improve affordable and accessible age-friendly housing in Ottawa.  I look forward to your response to my letter and questions.

Yours Sincerely,

[Include your address with postal code to show you live in their ward.]
Cc: Mayor Mark Sutcliffe, Mark.Sutcliffe@ottawa.ca  
Councillor Jeff Leiper, Chair, Housing and Planning Committee, Jeff.Leiper@ottawa.ca
[bookmark: _Hlk146631399]Councillor Theresa Kavanagh, Older Adult Liaison, Chair, Ottawa Community Housing, BayWard@ottawa.ca 
Councillor Allan Hubley, Older Adult Liaison, Allan.Hubley@ottawa.ca
Councillor Laura Dudas, Chair, Community Services Committee, Laura.Dudas@ottawa.ca 
Councillor Marty Carr, Accessibility Advisory Committee Liaison, Marty.Carr@ottawa.ca 
Trèva Cousineau, President, The Council on Aging of Ottawa coa@coaottawa.ca 
